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u'l-Mulk, under the influence of Ghulam Imam Husain
Khan (Imam Sahib), had a very pronounced pro-French
tendency, while his son, Nasir Jang, was inclined to
favour the English. Nizamu'l-M.ulk well knew that
RaghujI Bhonsla was already in correspondence with
Dupleix, In the meantime, the French Governor of
Pondichery wrote a letter to Nizamu'1-Mulk, pointing
out the indignity to which the French were subjected by
the English and the insult offered to the Emperor of
Delhi by seizing the ships which bore his flag. The
purport of the letter is given by Ananda Ranga Pillai in
his diary in the following words : "The King of France
has been informed that the English at Madras have un-
justly seized French ships, and that they have taken
another, bound for Manilla, which bore the name and
flag of Muhammad Shah, the Emperor of Delhi, and
was carrying a cargo consigned to him. The insult offered
to the Emperor, by thus capturing a ship bearing his name
and flag, has exceedingly enraged the King of France,
his most faithful friend. He is therefore resolved that
the city of Madras, which belongs to the English, shall
be seized, and that the British flag which now flies there
shall be thrown down, and replaced by that of the French.
He has accordingly despatched a few men-of-war to take
Madras, and to hoist the white flag over it. We are carry-
ing out the royal mandate, and you should help in what-
ever way you can/'1
The English, on the other hand, sent a lakh of pagodas
to Nasir Jang, to procure recommendatory letters
for Nawab Anwaru'ddm Khan, and the faujdars
and pollygars of the Carnatic, requiring them to
give all possible help to the English to reduce Pondi-
chery and Madras.3 Mutyalu Neiyakkan was sent to
Nasir Jang as a .representative of the English interests
1  Ananda Ranga Pillai's Diary, Vol. II, p. 291.
2 Ibid.